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Degenerations of smooth canonically polarized surfaces: towards a compact moduli 

space

Abstract: 

The main goal of this series of lectures is to discuss the main issues related to 

compactifying the moduli space of smooth canonically polarized surfaces (and higher 

dimensional varieties). This includes introducing and studying the basic properties 

of the singularities with which one must work. These singularities include 

non-normal versions of better known singularities that appear in the minimal model 

program. It also includes the discussion of the kind of degenerations one allows in 

constructing the moduli space and the closely related issue of defining the 

appropriate moduli functor. Time permitting some recent results related to this 

question will also be reviewed.
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